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What is a COD?

COD stands for Complément d’objet direct. This is the direct object of the
sentence.

It answers to the question “qui” (who) or “quoi” “what” and is never
iIntroduced by a preposition. This means that the verb is a direct verb (they
fall into the category of “verbe transitif direct”). The verb “transits” to the

object of the sentence, but without the help of any preposition (such as “a” or
“de”).

Let me show you some examples:

Le chat mange la souris.

-> Le chat (subject) + mange (verbe) + la souris (quoi ? -> COD).

We know that the verb “manger” doesn’t require a preposition after it. To find the COD, or
direct object, you need to ask yourself this question :

Le chat mange quoi ? -> La souris. Therefore, our COD is “la souris”.

Let’'s see another example.

Arthur cherche son frere.

-> Arthur (sujet) + cherche (verbe) + son frere (qui ? -> COD).

To find the COD here, you need to ask yourself this question:
Arthur cherche qui ? -> son frere. Therefore, our COD is “son fréere”.

Why do we use the COD?

We generally use the COD to complete the sentence.
Also, when the verb is used in compound tenses, such as passé composé, the place of the
COD determines if the past participle will change or not (if it will “agree” or not).

In the following example, here’'s a case where the COD (underlined) is placed after the verb in
PASSE COMPOSE:

— Marie a acheté des fleurs.

Now, let's switch that COD before the verb. In the following examples, the past participle
agrees with the COD (feminine plural noun) because it is placed before the verb.

— Les fleurs que Marie a achetées. (The flowers that Marie bought)

That COD can also be in the form of a direct object pronoun, to avoid repeating “les fleurs”
for example.

— Marie les a achetées. (Marie bought them)

Les is our COD, in the form of a direct object pronoun replacing “les fleurs”. This is useful in
dialogues or long sentences, to avoid repetitions.
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Where do we placeit?

In general, the COD is placed after the verb, but you can also place it before

It (as seen in the examples above).

Whatis a COI?

COl stands for Complément d’objetindirect, or indirect object. It also shows the object of
the action, but unlike the COD, the COl is introduced by a preposition this time.

It answers to the question “a qui” (to who/whom?) or “a quoi” (to what?), but also to “de qui”
(of who/whom?) or “de quoi” (of what), depending on the preposition used after the verb.
Here are some examples:

Marie parle a sa soeur.

-> Marie (subject) + parle (verbe) + a sa soeur (a qui ? -> COI).

Language Resources

To find the COI, you will need to ask yourself “& qui parle Marie ?” A sa soeur. Therefore, our
COl is “a sa soeur®.

Arthur pense a son travail.

-> Arthur (subject) + pense (verbe) + a son travail (o quoi ? -> COl).

To find the COI, you will need to ask yourself “& quoi pense Arthur ?” A son travail. Therefore,
our COl is “a son travail®.

Lucie parle de sa maison.
-> Lucie (subject) + parle (verbe) + de sa maison (de quoi ? -> COlI).
Geographic Reference

To find the COl, you will need to ask yourself “de quoi parle Lucie ?” De sa maison.
Therefore, our COl is “de sa maison®.



Why do we use the COI? FrenchShiksha

There are many reasons why you should know if the object of the sentence is indirect. For
example, when the verb is used in the compound tenses like passé composé, the place of the
COl has no effect on the agreement of the past participle. Unlike with a COD, the past
participle remains invariable, even if the COl is placed before the verb.

— Arthur a pensé a une amie.

Let’s place the COl before the verb :

— L'amie a qui Arthur a pensé.

Here, the past participle “pensé” stays unchanged.

One of the most useful cases is that when you know if it's a COIl, you will not bother agreeing
the past participle with the object of the verb (in passé composé).

Where do we placeit?

Just like the COD, the COI can be placed before and after the verb.
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1. Remplacez les mots soulignés par les pronoms COD la, le I, les (5 points):

EXEMPLE : J"achéte des pommes. = Je les achéte.

a. J'aime beaucoup tes nouveaux copains ! Je aime beaucoup !
b. Tu connais Miriam ! Tu connais.

¢. Vous adoptez une chienne. Vous adoptez.

d. Il apprend le chinois. Il apprend.

e. MNous visitons le musée. Nous visitons.,

2. Ecrivez les réponses en utilisant les pronoms COD la, le I, les (10 points) :

EXEMPLE : Est-ce gue tu connais Julie 7 Oui, tu 13 connais.
EXEMPLE 2 : Est-ce que tu connais Julie ? Non, tu ne la connais pas.

a. Est-ce gue vous faites les exercices ? Qui, vous

b. Est-ce que tu fais le devoir ? Non, tu

¢. Tuprends l'inscription ? Qui, tu

d. Elle ales horaires ? Qui, elle

e. lis comprennent le nouveau sujet ? Oui, ils

3. Remplacez les mots soulignés par les pronoms COI lul, leur (5 points) :

EXEMPLE : Je donne des fleurs a ma mére. Je lui donne des fleurs.

a. Je parle beaucoup aux comédiens. Je parle beaucoup.

b. Tudonnes des conseils a ton amie. Tu ‘ donnes des conseils.

¢. Vous demandez un portable a vos parents. Vous demandez un portable.
d. Nous envoyons une lettre a notre frére. Nous envoyons une lettre,
e. Elle téléphone a ses amis. Elle téléphone.

4. Ecrivez les réponses en utilisant les pronoms COI lui, leur (10 points):
EXEMPLE : Tu téléphone a Martina ? Qui, je lui téléphone.

EXEMPLE 2 : Tu téléphone & Martina ? Non, je ne lui téléphone pas.

a. Est-ce que tu achétes des fleurs a ta mére ? Non, tu des fleurs.
b. Tudonnes un cadeau a ton pére 7 Oui, tu un cadeau.
¢. Vous envoyez un courtiel aux enseignantes ? Qui, vous un courriel.
d. Nous permettons a nous enfants sortir ? Oui, nous sortir.

e. llsressemblent a ses grands-parents ? Non, ils
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